A finding of the XX/XY1Y2 sex-chromosome system in Taterillus arenarius (Gerbillinae, Rodentia) and its phylogenetic implications.
A chromosome banding study (R- and C-bands) of a male Taterillus arenarius (Rodentia, Gerbillinae) specimen from Mauritania revealed the presence of an XX/XY1Y2 sex-chromosome system in the karyotype, as found previously in three other congeneric species. This finding allowed us to resolve the phylogenetic affinities of this species within the genus and to propose an evolutionary scenario leading to the formation of the species with an XX/XY1Y2 sex-chromosome system. A review of chromosome data in Taterillus suggests that there may be more species in the genus than hitherto recognized.